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NEWS AND NOTES 



THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NORTH DAKOTA 

ASSOCIATION 

The second annual meeting of the North Dakota Association of 
English Teachers was held in the high-school building at Fargo, Novem- 
ber 5. Professor A. E. Minard, of the Agricultural College, presided, and 
briefly outlined the aim of the association and the special objects of 
this meeting. 

Miss Blanche True, of Fargo College, read an excellent paper on 
"Present Problems of English Teachers as Presented at the National 
Meeting in Chicago." Miss True brought us in close touch with the 
large organization and encouraged us with the thought that our associa- 
tion is identified with a great band of English teachers, who are success- 
fully coping with many difficulties that daily confront us. 

Miss Miriam Thrall, of Sanborn, read a paper on "The Value of the 
English Journal." She emphasized the fact that the Journal enables its 
reader to step into the company of the most capable teachers the country 
over, and to take advantage of the stimulating suggestions offered from 
their ripe experiences. Miss Thrall would like to see a "Question Box" 
department added to the Journal so that teachers of English might send 
inquiries concerning their special needs and receive assistance from those 
who have met the same difficulties by successful experiments. 

Professor Squires, of the University of North Dakota, as chairman of 
the Committee on the Course of Study, gave a very interesting report 
based upon the answers to a questionnaire sent to a representative num- 
ber of the teachers of English in the state. As a result of this report and 
the subsequent discussion, the association made the following recom- 
mendations: to change certain classics now in the course of study, to 
emphasize still more the study of grammar, to seek to gain the co- 
operation of other departments in order to secure good English expression, 
and to reduce the time spent on the history of literature in order to 
provide for more attention to composition, both oral and written. 

In the business session, Professor A. E. Minard was re-elected presi- 
dent, Miss Beatrice Olson of Ellendale was chosen vice-president, and 
Miss Edna Twamley was re-elected secretary-treasurer. 

Special committees were chosen for the following tasks: to continue 
the work on the course of study, to assist Professor Hopkins of Kansas in 
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his investigation, and to look into the conditions concerning the teaching 
of English in the elementary schools. 

Thursday noon the members of the association were guests of Pro- 
fessor Minard and the "A.C." at a delightful luncheon served in the 
spacious dining-hall of the Agricultural College. This afforded a wel- 
come opportunity for the English teachers of the state to become better 
acquainted, and all most heartily appreciated the courtesy shown them. 

The Association of English Teachers will double its membership over 
last year and is destined to be one of the liveliest and most helpful sections 
connected with the North Dakota Education Association. 

Edna Twamley, Secretary 



NEW YORK CITY ASSOCIATION OF HIGH-SCHOOL TEACHERS 

OF ENGLISH 

On November 15, 1913, the New York City Association began its 
second decade. City Superintendent Maxwell, who in 1903 had sug- 
gested the formation of the present organization, was the speaker, and 
the guest of honor at the luncheon following the meeting. He talked 
for more than an hour very genially but earnestly about " several homely 
matters" called to his attention while observing candidates for teachers' 
licenses. He said that English teachers can make no permanent impres- 
sion upon pupils unless they can and do enlist the co-operation of all 
other teachers, in preventing, for instance, slovenly penmanship and, 
what is only too prevalent in this cosmopolitan city, incorrect pronun- 
ciation and unidiomatic expression. He decried students' memorizing 
definitions found in small dictionaries, and urged a simple study of the 
derivation of words and also of figurative expressions, especially meta- 
phors, because of their illuminations of meanings. He advocated the 
constant study of grammar and the further improvement of the list of 
uniform terms locally in use. He criticized the list of readings prac- 
tically forced into our course of study by influences beyond our control 
(at present, the old college-entrance list) and advocated a smaller quan- 
tity but a greater variety in writings, to be studied as types. He charged 
the Association to discuss and formulate methods of getting the most 
from any book in the shortest time and also to consider whether simpli- 
fied spelling cannot in some way be used to forward the acquisition of 
English by our immense foreign population. 

On the ground that thousands of children from this element of the 
population are studying a foreign language when they study English, 
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the Association passed resolutions praying the authorities to give to 
English in the high schools as much recitation time as is assigned to any 
ancient or foreign language, and empowering the officers and committees 
"to press for this equalization of opportunity and work." 

President Hartwell announced fifteen committees with a total 
membership of four score teachers in high schools, training schools, and 
the two upper years in grammar schools. One of these is to co-operate 
with Mr. Hopkins in his investigation, and several are considering 
various phases of the co-ordination of high-school English with that of 
grades above and below. A notable feature of the membership this 
year is a considerable number of English teachers from the grammar 
schools. 

The claims upon our attention of the National Council and the 
English Journal were emphasized. Messrs. Edwin Fairley, C. R. 
Gaston, and B. A. Heydrick were elected delegates to the annual meeting. 

H. K. Munroe, Secretary 



NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

The New York State Association of Teachers of English is affiliated 
with the New York State Teachers' Association, the annual convention 
of which was held in Syracuse on November 24-26, 1013. At the first 
session of the English Association over four hundred were present; the 
smallest attendance at any session was somewhat over two hundred and 
fifty. The program opened with an inspiring address by the president, 
Mr. Edwin Fairley of Jamaica, on "The Social Value of English." This 
was followed by a practical paper on "Co-operation of Departments to 
Secure Good Speech and Writing," by Superintendent A. R. Brubacher 
of Schenectady, who is president of the State Teachers' Association. A 
novel feature of Dr. Brubacher's paper was a stenographic record of 
recitations in ancient history, United States history, physics, and third- 
year English. Mr. E. R. Clark, of Rochester, and Mr. R. T. Congdon, 
state inspector in English, discussed Dr. Brubacher's paper. Mr. 
Congdon explained in detail a plan for co-operation that he has been 
able to have put into effect in some twenty-five high schools of the state. 

Dr. Charles A. Dawson, of Syracuse, gave concrete suggestions 
regarding methods in oral English and was followed by Dr. Charles R. 
Gaston, of Richmond Hill, and Professor Horace A. Eaton, of Syracuse 
University, who discussed the paper, adding further suggestions regarding 
the work in oral English. An exceedingly illuminating and stirring 
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address was then made by Professor James F. Hosic, secretary of the 
National Council of Teachers of English, on "The Advance Movement in 
English Teaching." 

Professor W. H. Crawshaw, of Colgate University, spoke on "The 
Uses of Literary Study." His fundamental position was that literary 
study is indispensable to a liberal education, second to none in its impor- 
tance and possible influence, because of its fourfold appeal: to the mind, 
to the emotional nature, to the imagination, and to the sense of beauty. 
Mrs. Ella L. Howard, of Syracuse, and Miss Harriet L. Butler, of Buffalo, 
read valuable papers on the content and method of first-year literature 
in high schools. 

Officers were elected as follows: President, Charles A. Dawson, of 
Syracuse; Vice-President, Miss Ada H. Fox, of Buffalo; Secretary, 
Charles Robert Gaston, of Richmond Hill, New York City; Executive 
Committee: Charles A. Dawson, chairman, ex officio; E. R. Clark, of 
Rochester, Edwin Fairley, of Jamaica, and H. K. Miller, of Troy. 

Among the resolutions passed by the Association were these: 

1. Resolved, That this Association respectfully request the Department of 
Education of New York State to place in the hands of every high-school 
teacher of the state the paper presented at this meeting by Superintendent 
Brubacher, and the suggestions that were offered by Mr. R. T. Congdon con- 
cerning the co-operation of departments to secure good speech and writing. 

2. Resolved, That the officers of the Association are hereby directed to use 
their efforts to secure at each future meeting a joint session with one or more 
sections of other associations, that the work of the pupils may be better cor- 
related and that waste of time and energy on the part of both pupils and 
teachers may be avoided. 

3. Resolved, That the Association express hearty approval of the action 
of the State Department of Education in giving to the examinations in English 
more of the character of a test of the pupil's power than a measure of his 
acquisitions. 

4. Resolved, That the Association reiterate its approval of an open list in 
accordance with the resolutions passed in 1905 and 1909 and expressed in an 
open letter issued in 1910. 

5. Resolved, That it is the judgment of this Association that the greatest 
efficiency in the teaching of English will be secured and the community thereby 
be most economically served if the maximum number of pupils assigned to one 
teacher of English be fixed at 100, and the maximum number of recitations 
and periods of study-room supervision be fixed at 20 a week in schools having 
an enrolment of 250 or more and 25 a week in schools having an enrolment of 
fewer than 250 pupils. 
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6. Resolved, That the Executive Committee of the State Association of 
Teachers of English act as a clearing committee for the whole state, and that 
the president appoint chairmen of committees in the various localities to the 
end that co-operation between elementary and secondary schools may be 
furthered; and be it further 

Resolved, That these committees are hereby urged to co-operate as far as 
possible with Professor Hopkins of the National Council of Teachers of English. 

7. Resolved, That the Association congratulate the teachers of English 
upon the foundation of the English Journal, and heartily recommend that 
every teacher subscribe to it. 

8. Resolved, That this Association approve the idea that, in the English 
class, literature should be taught so as to develop a social consciousness, and 
that the organization of English work should be on a social basis. 

9. Resolved, That the Association cordially approve in general the report 
of the Joint Committee on Grammatical Terminology and recommend its 
adoption for use in the schools of the state. 

With regard to the first resolution given above it may now be said 
that the State Department has a plan under way for the distribution of 
Dr. Brubacher's paper as requested by the State Association of Teachers 
of English. 

Charles Robert Gaston, Secretary 



THE ENGLISH SECTION OF THE TEXAS STATE TEACHERS' 

ASSOCIATION 

The literature of the South was the general theme that occupied 
the English Section of the Texas State Teachers' Association which met 
at Dallas, November 27, 1913. Superintendent L. H. Hubbard of 
Belton, Texas, was chairman. Professor L. W. Payne, Jr., of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, read a paper on "The Value of Southern Literature 
in Our Schools." He stressed the importance of the local appeal in the 
cultivation of a taste for literature, and expressed his belief that when 
the public was better informed about southern writers they would take 
a higher rank than they are now accorded, and that there would be some 
readjustments in our estimates of American literature as a whole. Mr. 
Paul W. Terry, of the Sherman high school, followed the keynote address 
of the afternoon with a paper on "What Southern Novels and Short 
Stories Should We Study?" Miss Bertha McKee of the Jacksonville 
Collegiate Institute discussed "What Southern Poems Should We 
Study?" and Dr. D. F. Eagleton of Austin College, Sherman, closed 
this part of the program with a paper on "What Part Does Texas Take 
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in American Literature?" The last speaker of the afternoon was Mr. 
Warren Dunham Foster, department editor of the Youth's Companion, 
who discussed briefly and practically, "The Technique of Writing and 
Publishing." 

A lively discussion followed Mr. Terry's paper, the bone of conten- 
tion being the substitution of modern and popular selections for class 
study in place of the recognized and recommended classics. Miss 
McKee's paper elicited the most genuine applause and appreciation. 
Dr. Eagleton amused and edified his hearers with a whimsical humorous 
survey of American literature and the unpardonable omission of the host 
of Texas writers. As a practical result of Mr. Foster's address, a num- 
ber of Texas teachers secretly made resolutions to submit contributions 
to such journals as that which the speaker represents. 

At an appropriate time during the session the claims of the English 
Journal and of the National Council of Teachers of English were pre- 
sented. A number of teachers subscribed for the Journal, and there 
were many expressions of approval of the work being done by the 
National Council. 

Miss Edith Clark of the North Texas Normal School, Denton, 
Texas, was elected chairman for 1914. 

L. W. Payne, Jr. 



PROGRAM OF THE RICHMOND MEETING OF THE NATIONAL 

COUNCIL 

Two sessions of the National Council of Teachers of English will be 
held in Richmond, Va., February 27, in connection with the Department 
of Superintendence of the N.E.A. The program follows: 

Friday, February 27, 2:00 p.m. 

"The Future of the National Council," Charles W. Kent, University of 

Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. 
"The National Council and the High Schools," C. C. Certain, Central High 

School, Birmingham, Ala. 
"Attainable Aims in English Teaching": 

a) In High Schools, Elizabeth G. Barbour, Girls' High School, 
Louisville, Ky. 

b) In Elementary Schools, James Fleming Hosic, Chicago Normal 
College, Chicago, 111. 

"Social Motives for Composition," E. H. Kemper McComb, Manual Training 
High School, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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"The Poem and the Printed Page," John H. Cox, Professor of English Phil- 
ology, University of West Virginia, Morgantown, W.Va. 

Friday, February 27, 8:00 p.m. 

"Significance of the New English Movement," Philander P. Claxton, 

United States Commissioner of Education, Washington, D.C. 
"The Neglected Aspect of English," Calvin L. Lewis, Professor of Rhetoric 

and Oratory and Director of the Hamilton College Summer School of 

English, Clinton, N.Y. 
"The Keynote Method in Literature," C. Alphonso Smith, Edgar Allan Poe 

Professor of English, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. 



The new Committee of Publicity has taken hold with a will. Pro- 
fessor Thomas, of the University of Minnesota, has placed an account 
of the Council meeting together with the resolutions concerning the size 
of English classes, in the hands of principals of schools and teachers of 
English throughout his state. Several other members have utilized 
college bulletins or local educational journals. Mailing lists have 
already been compiled for some of the states. Indeed, the claim that 
the Council will ultimately reach the uttermost parts seems not to be 
wholly idle. The chairman of the committee, W. Wilbur Hatfield, of 
the Parker High School, Chicago, will welcome co-operation looking 
to that end. 

The Bureau of Education has issued a special pamphlet to assist 
Professor C. Alphonso Smith, of the University of Virginia, in his worthy 
task of collecting and preserving such unpublished folk-ballads as may 
still be found in this country. The pamphlet contains a short account 
of Professor Child's English and Scottish Popular Ballads, and points 
out that many of these poems have been kept alive in this country by 
oral tradition. A list of the pieces included in the Child collection is 
printed, and everyone is invited to send to the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation at Washington the names of any of these or of other similar poems 
which may be found in oral circulation in his state. Information as to 
different versions will be as welcome as that concerning different ballads. 
Teachers of English, no doubt, can give effective aid to this endeavor. 



The Annual Meeting of the English Association of Great Britain 
was held at University College, London, January 9 and 10, 1914. Mr. 
Lascelles Abercrombie delivered an address on "Poetry and Contem- 
porary Speech," and a conference on "The Teaching of English in the 
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First Year of the University Course" was conducted by Mr. P. J. Hartog. 
The new president of the Association is Sir Sidney Calvin, and the next 
meeting, including the annual dinner, will be held May 8. 



The Teachers College Record for September, 1013, contains a valuable 
experimental study of the worth of formal English grammar as a dis- 
cipline. The author is Thomas H. Briggs, now professor of secondary 
education in Teachers College, and the tests were applied in the Horace 
Mann School and in certain schools in Illinois. The conclusion is 
reached that the burden of proof now lies upon those who assert that 
formal grammar provides a strengthening mental discipline. 



The complete edition of the Hopkins Report on the Cost and Labor of 
English Teaching is now ready and may be obtained of the Department 
of Journalism Press, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan., at five cents 
a copy postpaid, or $1.75 a hundred net. The report contains the 
results of a three years' investigation of high-school and college English, 
with special reference to composition. It is now in its fifteenth edition, 
twenty-fifth thousand, and has led to action by various individual 
schools and organizations of teachers and by the National Council of 
Teachers of English toward readjusting the conditions of English teach- 
ing in secondary schools, and in particular toward decreasing the number 
of pupils in English assigned to a single teacher. 



The following resolution was passed at a meeting of the New Jersey 
High-School Teachers' Association, Saturday, December 6: 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee of this Association be directed 
to submit to the authorities of the several colleges the curricula contained in 
the New Jersey High-School Manual for April, 1913, as a basis for admission 
to college; that it be directed to invite the authorities of the said colleges to 
discuss these curricula as a basis for admission to college before this Asso- 
ciation; and that it be directed to request the State Education Department 
to lend its aid in the furtherance of these objects. 

This resolution was presented by Mr. Howard F. Hart, of the Mont- 
clair High School. 



